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Labor Loyalty Week.
.Because American dtlsens gener-

ally are fully Informed as the re-

sult of their own observation as to
the unswerving loyalty ami deter-
mined patriotism of the members .of
labor- - organisations In this country,
the formal demonstrations of their
spirit in the numerous meetings ar-

ranged for this week have been held
by some observers to be unnecetsary
asid even condemned as likely to con-sjam- a

energy that might be profitably
wtlllaed to other purposes.

These objections are without sub-

stantial foundation.
It is not only essential that Ameri-

cans should be convinced of the faith-
fulness of labor to the nation and of
Its wholehearted support of the na-

tion's alms, but that the facts con-
cerning it should be made known to
the world, to our friends as well as
to our enemies, and to the peoples of
neutral nations.

Uninterruptedly alnce August; 1014,
German propagandists have sought to
corrupt organized labor in the United
States and to convert It from Its eco
nomic and political purposes Into a
agJUtarx weapon of the Imperial Gov
ernment. While the United States
was a neutral the trades unions here
and their leaders were the object of
continuous and subtle attacks de-

signed to interfere with the orderly
processes of Industry and transpor-
tation, against the military Interests
of the Entente Powers. Immediately
on our entry into the war similar
efforts were employed to cripple the
United States, and y the agents
Of autocracy are still at work en
deavoring to hamstring us for the
benefit of Germany.
' The integrity of American labor
has been proof against the tempU
Hons to which it has been subjected.
Its good sense has guided It to proper
conclusions. These things tho United
States and all Its people know. But
the creatures of Germany, bound to
make some showing with their prin
cfpals, have not been unmindful of
the possibilities for their own aggran
disement inherent in every dispute
Between employers and employees,
They have represented every quarrel
that arose as the result of their ac
tivities and have magnified each dis
agreement into evidence of unrest that
might serve the Kaiser." Moreover, disturbances in one sec
Hon of the country have been ex

ggerated by cunning manipulators
In other eectlons, cited to encourage
disquiet and used to sustain the cam
jkttgn Berlin directs within our bor-
ders. Thus a strike begun in New
(KhgUnd for better sanitary condi
tions has been translated on the
Xaclflc coast into a
(outbreak and utilized to strengthen
enemy propaganda where the facts
concerning It were not known and Its
significance could be distorted,

Under these circumstances Jt is11
jbjghly desirable that 'the patriotic
jssntlments of labor should be et
forth with authority and published

(broadcast. In this way mlsunder
standings will be corrected, false-
hoods will be refuted and the pains
taking work of numerous enemy agl
tators will be brought to nothing,
That labor is giving expression to Its
Royalty most effectively in splendid
NlevotJon to its abnormal tasks no
body win deny, but It contributes im
iportantly to the strengthening of the
nations! position when It adds to this

, 'devotion Its measured utterance of
Wholehearted sympathy with the

ountry'e course.

Tke "Psychological Streets" of the
i i TutrsBla's Sinking.

' According to the Koelnitche Volki
y.titung the loss of American soldiers
fn the Tuscnnln "must unfailingly
flsmpen tne spirits of Americans."

The Mittag am Zcitung of Berlin
holds tho same opinion, and in conse
fiience is greatly elated.

The facts are that the survivors
if the Tttscanla are not disheartened

!ir downcast. They are more than
'vcr ileteruilncd that the war must

lie carried to n successful conclusion
I hey nre more anxious than they
ucro before their misadventure to get
;K the Germans, nml to do their part
In suppressing the militarism of the
Kaiser,

In this country' the result of the
TiiK-nnl- a sinking lios similarly con

an parchologlsU, Tb first fruits
of" her loss were a marked Increase
la tho number of men voluntarily
seeking enrolment In the array, the
nary and the marine corps, and these
nea particularly desired to be sent to
France at the earliest possible mo-

ment to avenge their comrades of the
III fated Yesset.

The high reputation German pay
chologlsts enjoyed before the war has
been seriously Impaired since it began.
They have mistaken tenderness for
weakness, chivalrous feeling for cow-

ardice, and honesty for stupidity. Do
they actually look on.sorrow for the
dead as a revelation of timidity?

New TlSBs. Raster.
The daylight saving bill as re

ported to the House provldeaMhat the
clock shall be set ahead one hour on
the last Sunday of March and not set
back until tho last Sunday of October.
When this measure passed the Senate
the changes were to be made In April
and September respectively. Conse
quently the House proposes two
months more of daylight saving than
the Senate contemplated. The last
Sunday of March this year Is Easter,
and the sun rises on that day at 5:46
o'clock.

It Is the hope of the managers of
the bill that the House" will act on It
this week or at the latest next week.
There Is no opposition to the measure
and there should be no difficulty In
obtaining consideration for lt ir Is
Important that It should be adopted
at as early a date as possible in order
that Its purpose may be made known
In all parts of the country. The im
pending change in clock time should
be thoroughly advertised not only by
the Government but by private corpo-- J

rations. The Government is pecu
llarly well equipped to carry the news
to remote districts through the Post
Office Department, the Weather Bu
reau and the railroads, and as soon
as the President signs the bill the
new rule should be promulgated for
the Information of all. .

So Important la It that the law
should be put on the. books imme
diately that the House might well
adopt a special rule for prompt con
sideration of the bill and under this
rule limit the time to be occupied by
amateur astronomers in debate.

CoBtsBlssloaer Earlght's'ChaBte.
Police Commissioner Enbiqut la

men ted at a public dinner last week
what he conceived to be the unfair
attitude of the newspapers f and an
important part or tne public toward
his administration. He protested his
honesty of purpose and defended the
force under him, and he besought
from those who heard him fair and
Impartial treatment.

Mr. Enbiqht need have no fear
concerning his treatment by bis fel
low citizens. He knows as well as
everybody else knows that be en
tered office under most unfavorable
conditions. Ho realizes that Mr.
Buobeb's dismissal and the manner
In which It was Accomplished shocked
and disturbed the city. He Is fully
Informed aa to the Justifiable alarm
all citizens felt when It. seemed possi-
ble that the police force might again
become the victim of departmental or
municipal politics.

But Mr. Enbiqht also knows that
tb police of New York will be Judged
by what it does and not Dy what it
might do. Nothing Is of slighter con
sequence to New Yorkers than the
Individual who directs police affairs
from Headquarters. It Is the results
of his policies aud of his acts that
Interest them. These results are re
corded In the efficiency of the men on
post and the men In the detective
bureaus. If these results be good, If
citizens are safeguarded against crim
inals, the pollco administration will
receive applause. If the-- cltisens are
not safeguarded the police adminis
tration will bo condemned.

Already Commissioner Enbight has
undertaken important reforms In the
organization of the force. He has
abolished certain details and estab-
lished others. There has been no

criticism of these changes; the
public has accepted them as Inevitable
Incidents of the new control. If
they produce satisfactory effects.
there will be no condemnation of
their authors. If they do not work
well, their immedlato revision will
be confidently awaited.

There Is something pathetic about
New York's longing to be permitted
to take pride In Its police force, and
If Mr. Exbiqht is the proper man
for the Job, he need havo no mlsglv
lngs about his future fame.

The Growth of Slavic Power la
Austria.

The Ministerial' crisis at Vienna
becomes significant of conditions In
the Austrian Empire not because of
the resignation of Premier Von Setd- -

leb and his Cabinet, but because of
the disclosures that it makes of the
growth In strength of the elements In
the nation which are opposed to the
former controlling solid German ma
Jorlty and to the domination by Ber
lin of Austrian policies.

The appointment of Dr. Vox Setd- -

i.eb as Premier was nt tho best a
makeshift measure. The wonder Is
that hn has held nut tin Innir aa he hna.
But he showed the skill of a trained
bureaucrat In dealing with conditions.
Though he was forced to make fre-
quent changes In the personnel of his
Cabinet he succeeded in maintaining
n more or less uniform body for the
administration of the different bu- -

reaus or departments, of which as,
Premier he vmn the head. Ha dis-
played, too, good management in
handling the recent strikes by meet-
ing the strikers half way, promising
economic and military reforms and
expressing a desire, In which he said
ho was supported by the Emperor, for
u speedy ending of the war. Tht-- t bis

Cabinet was able to survive so long
and that there was no really strong
man In sight to tnke his place are
evidently the reasons why Kmperof
Crabucs has refused to accept his
resignation.

The political conditions that con
fronted Dr. Von 8ictdi.es were simi-

lar to those with which his prede-
cessor, Count Clam-Mabtine- s, strug-
gled; The Poles, who had long been
n more, or less dependable factor In
the administration plan, adhered to
the Slavic bloc, and, as in the present
case, opposed the war budget. The
move was the first break In almost
twenty years from the Germanic
party, and It was followed with' In
tense Interest at Berlin. This oppo
sition has since grown, strengthened
by a united Slavic party, n following
of the Latins In the south and the
addition of some unidentified factions
from all parts of the empire, until
now It controls at least fifty more
votes In the lower house of the Aus-

trian Parliament than the Adminis
tration party.

The Poles have not been slow In
taking advantage of the power that
they can wield. They are fighting lu
Austria as well as in Russia for
recognition as a nation. They saw
through Berlin's plans for establish-
ing a Polish kingdom as a Prussian
vassal State, and .they have so far
been able to defeat the scheme. Tbay
have at the same tlmo strengthened
the Slavic position, In the empire, un-

til the Slavs have become a factor to
be reckoned with, not only after the
war but In the negotiations that will
bring the war to an end.

It Is tho united voice of these long
suppressed races of Austria that is
beard in the constantly recurring de-

mands for peace. These people have
no sympathy with the schemes of Pan
tiermanism or rrussianauomination or
Central Europe. Berlin knows this,
knows, too, that the difficulty of mak-
ing Austria a subservient State which
will follow Germany's dictation Is in-

creased, and it has every reason to
dread and to fear this unmistakable
growth of the Austrian Slav In power
and Influence.

Consolidating the City's Engineer-la- g

Bureaus.
President Bbuckneb .of The Bronx

baa combined the engineering staffs
of the highways and sewers bureaus
In his borough and by the consolida-
tion expects to save $35,000 a year In
salaries and expenses. He has set nn
example of practical economy that
every other Borough President and
the city administration' itself might
profitably follow.

Au Ideal organization for city gov-

ernment would have but one engineer-
ing department, with an efficient ex-

ecutive at its head and competent
aids Jn charge of the various depart-
ments into which Its work would
naturally divide Itself. A sewer ex-

pert would have supervision of the
drainage system of the whole city;
an authority on construction would
direct all building operations: a
bridge constructor of the first cloos
would take care of the bridges.
Under this form of organization men
could be shifted from one project to
another as their services wero needed,
supplies could be- - bought In great
quantities and1 under favorable con
ditions and numerous substantial
savings might be made.

If such nn Ideal situation is ever
brought about in New York It will
have Its beginnings in a consolida-
tion of the kind President Bbcckneb
has made. The advantages of cen
tralization are so apparent that there
can be no opposition to It unless that
opposition comes from Interested mo
tives, and these are of constantly de
creasing potency In the management
of municipal affairs.

Navel Oranges.
When, last month, we spoke the

truth concerning the navel orange,
the least worthy of citrus breakfast
foods, we knew that we Invited the
wrath of the native sons who have
found in t fruit more treas-
ure than the auriferous mines of their
celebrated States ever will produce.
We have not been disappointed. De
nunciation, ridicule, explanation have
been, uttered against us, and every
effort has been made to convert us to
advocacy of that handsome Impostor
Which possesses "a remarkable de
velopment of adventitious cells which
at the upex of. the orange give the
fruit an umbilical mark."

Chief among tho defenders of the
navel orange have naturally nnd
properly been the able and enterprls
Ing business men who supply It to
the Eastern market. These gentle
men have long commanded and re
eclved our admiration. They have
developed cooperation In raising,
grading and selling the product of
their great orchards ; they maintain a
high standard of integrity in their
trade, and, they havo unquestionably
brought their wares to the doorway
of every home. We should be glnd to
print their letter concerning the navel
orange, but It Is too long; It is sufn
clent to say of it that' It Is reasonable,
courteous and makes out the best pos
slble case for the navel orange. It

"' u IUC1' u" i"" ,oul m nils
I communication, that even the most
skilful packing and tho closest la
spectlon ennuot prevent some oranges
damaged in transit from getting on
tho market, and it would bn unfair
to judge the average by these.

Nor would we have our buoyant
California friends believe that we re
gard the navel orango as utterly to
be condemned. It Is not In the same
class with fattened oysters, which are
an abomination to the discriminate
Ing. It doea not deserve complete
ostracism. There are persons who
even choose It for the convenience
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wjth which It may be eaten, and
the absence of seeds and other In-

consequential circumstances. If it
were entirely worthless, not even the
high business capacity and the In.
telllgent enterprise that have been
devoted to Improving Its quality and
providing for its distribution in at-

tractive packages could have won for
It the commanding place It has In the
fruit stalls of scores of thousands
of towns far distant from tho or-

chards In which It grows.
But we maintain that In compari-

son with certain smalt, thin skinned
oranges the navel must take n back,
seat. Unfortunately, these do not
stand packing and are poor travel
lers. They seldom' appear on the
shelves of the fruiterers. The In-

itiate longs for them In vain; and It
will comfort our California friends
to remember, as their well lined
pockets remind them, that this long-

ing does not close the lips against the
navel orange, but actually contrib-
utes to Its comuunptlon; for man, hav-

ing learned hew supremely good an
orange may be, 's thereby enlightened
as to the excellence of all tho Inter-

esting citrus family.

The Uaslnkahle Ship.
We trust that Mr. William L.

Saukdibs's confidence In the unslnk-abl- e

quality of a vessel equtpped with
large number of airtight recepta-

cles of small dlmeustons is not mis-

placed. The theory of buoyancy on
which this principle of ship protection
rests is plausible. But the applica-
tion of the system to one, or a dozen,
or a hundred vessels in no way re-
lieves the United States of Its obli-

gation to speed up Its shipbuilding
programme.

The transport on which these buoy-

ancy chambers have been Installed Is
an experiment. She may never en-

counter a submarine; If she does the
protection expected from this device
may not meet the full hopes of Its
designers. But If the United States
puts into the water all the ships It
can build there will be a bridge be
tween this country and Europe that
no fleet of submarines tlio Germans
arc capable of launching can destroy.
Here and there the undersea com-

manders may succeed in sinking a
vessel ; occasionally they may score a
victory; but if we do our full duty
in the steel mills and In the shipyards
their successes will not Impair the
service we shall establish to carry
our armies to France and our goods
to tho Allies.

An unslnkable ship, by all means. If
It Is within flie bounds of human
achievement ; but sinkablc or unslnk- -

able, ships and niore-eblps- !

A new 'device, it Is said, will "bottle
up ' the German submarines. Consid
ering tho structure of the beasts this
remedy does not at first thought sug-
gest aid pleasant results as might be
effected by uncorking them.

'Guides to Paris" may be relied
upon to publish as soon as tourist
travel Is resumed an authentic list of
those ninety-eig- ht caMs barred to
American soldiers not by the cafe pro-

prietors but by tho American Provost
Marshal In France.

Petrdgrad householders complain
that as the Bolshevik Guards wear no
uniform they cannot be distinguished
from the common variety of burglars
when they make domiciliary searches.
Asiae irom social emoarransmeni u
seems to make no difference In re
sults whether tho visitors are guards
or burglars. .

'Tailors to stop making cuffs on
trousers." It was not so many years
ago that young men began to turn up
ths bottoms of their trousers in fair
and foul weather, even, aa they were
frequently obliged to explain, when It
was not raining In London. Tailors
took the hint and made permanent
'cuffs" on trousers, but these cuffs had

again to be turned up when there was
actual danger to their Immaculateness
from rain or mud. Then let man admit
frankly and once, for all that he wore
trouper cuffs solely for ornamentation,
and stop trying to be sarcastic about
ornamentation by the lovelier aex.

Now that He.vht Food is directing
all his energy to tha production of
war munitions he may fulfil his am
bition to got those boys out of tho
trenches by Christmas.

The honest man has been found. He
Is a waiter in- the Pullman car service
and stoutly argues that "a email addi
tion" to the price of berths and meals
bo added and transferred to the pay
envelopes of waiters and porters on
Pullman cars. This addition to the
cost of travel Is to be in place of tips
which a Washington commlasion, com-

mittee, bureau, director or adminis-
trator seeks to abolish. The witness
thinks that "about 12 cents" added to
tho cost of each meal or berth would
enable the travelling public to pay fair
wages to porters and waiters. What
the travelling public would think about
it could not be so mildly expressed.

In the remote days when a quick
German victory seemed possible, bow
silent were tho now vociferous advo-
cates of a negotiated peace!

Night, Chip Wedewertb.
The Carolina night hue ipTkahed tho eky
Extravagant with utars and dreame.
The eound of water from a shower bath

pavilion
Drlpe eltiglng through the dark
A lyric on a wooden Boor!

Inilde the tent the eleeptng bundtee itlr.
Another eoldler, Ihte from town wayfaring.
Prepare! hie bunk In humming alienee.
Ho gripe hie lied Croes sweater la his

teetn
And pulla It on a parcel for a pillow cm
Tho oweater knit by some maid In Now

York. .
Ha wonderi If sho'a dancing the

Ho crawle In bed; tho teat Is dark. yc
companionable

With the friendly hum of murm'rlng sleep-or- e;

And oeel Through little holes burned In
the canvae wall,

Where chimney eperka danced down and
left their prints,

Tho moonlight Alters magically.
Through each hole shines a gloaming ray
That strikes tha farther wall and loaves

a etar.
What luiury is thiol To go to bed
With Utile stare around your aaad.

, Catatsa Dirisa.

KIHQ ALCOHOL AT WORK.

Change of CoaoltloBs la the Tight
for Prohibition.

To tub Bditob op Tin Bun Sir: Your
correspondent at Livingston Manor pays
a mighty wen .aasarveo compliment to,
your now fairious editorial artlclo ad-

dressed to "Tha Moderate Drinker," but
won't Thr Bus permit Just one little
ray of Ito llsht to rest upon a atatement
In hU lettsr?

Wo know that the exctetUe drinker has
a larger family than any other data, and
the recent draft for the army, allowing
only It per cent, rejected In prohibition
Kaneae or phytic unfltneoo to aa high
aa 81 per cent. In' aomo of tho alcohol
raturated centre, epealu plainly aa to tho
effect on contemporary posterity of tho
prevloue generation.

Kansas had 2S.8 per cent, of her draft
rejected for phyalcat unfitness, not 10

per cent.
Maine, over half a century prohibition,

had 41.6 per cent, of her draft reject d,
the highest percentage of "phyalcahy
unfit" In the nation with the single ex-

ception of Its sister prohibition State
Vormonl, where 4i.S per cent, wero cast
out aa "physically unfit." No State re-

jected IS per cent,
Tho' figures arc from the report of

Major-De- n. Enoch H. Crowder, Provost
Marshal General of the United States.

Introducing William J. Bryan at the
Tremont Temple national prohibition
ratification meeting In Boston Friday
night, January 25, the chairman, the
Hon. John L. Bates, said as reported by
the Boston Dally Globe of January 26 :

Have you noticed what a change has
come over the conditions under which
this fight Is now being waned?
Years ago the prohlblttonlat had to prove
everything he said." E. R.

Rockland, Me., February 9,

Aa Unreconstructed Moderate Drinker.
To tub Editor or Tub Sun Sir: A

few weeks ago Tub Sun addressed an
editorial article to the "Moderate
Drinker." pleading with him to forego
his favorite tipple in order to save his
weaker brother. I read this several
times, being deeply impressed with ita
significance and purpose.

Sunday last The Sun contained an.
other editorial article regarding the
manufacture of "moonshine whiskey" in
the South. I read this article over sev
eral times also, and as against your plea
to the moderate drinker compared to
the conditions obtaining In the South
owing to Illicit distilling of whiskey.
which neems to be unabated and grow-

ing larger yearly it we are to believe
Commissioner of Internal Revenue
Roper, I must eay that your plea to
tho moderate drinker lias undone In me
the consideration I waa giving to this
drinking question.

If the prohibitory laws of the South
ern States result in illicit distilling of
'moonshine" whiskey to the utter detrl

ment of government and society In there
commonwealths, with State and city off-

icials indifferent to the law'a notorious
would not the same

conditions prevail In the Northern and
Eastern States and bring about a taw
lessness that would beggar description?
I think so.

Consequently I must refuse, because I
believe In law and order, to resign from
the great and sensible army of moderate
drinkers In order to save a few hundred
weak willed ne'er-do-wel- ls who should
never havo been born and for whom
prohibition Is meanlnglesa since they
would consume patent medicines and
other alcoholized concoctions so easily
purchasable In Maine and Kansas.
Why should I be asked to put myself In
their class? Why not educate them up
to the level of the moderate drinker.
since they are In tha minority?

If this be impossible, what good are
such men to society? Why should so-

ciety In general be asked to sacrifice
its comfort for the sake f those who
neither respect nor care for tho laws of
humanity? Society will not do it. The
whole thing Is silly, absurd and puerile.

I have heard that tho flaunting of
riches in tho face of so much poverty
that exists around us Is the causa of
much envy, which eats at the hearts of
the poor and tempts the needy to com
mit crime. The exhibition of valuable
Jewelry, for Instance, has to my knowl-
edge put the thought of theft into the
minds of men who had not previously
harbored the notion of relieving their
needs by stealing. For this reason some
will eay that no one ahould wear or
keep Jewelry, because it might serve as
a temptation to those who are In want
or who have the propensity to steal. If
all men and women could be 'made to
think along these lines, what an adml
rable lot of persons all
woold be. There Is no doubt that the
display of articles of valuem tho per-
son or In show windows of store Cetnpts
many of tho weaker individuals to com
mlt theft, but If the opportunity were
removed our woaker brother would not
succumb to his weakness. Rut are we
to have no stores that display goods.
no men and 'women who wear Jewelry
and are we to eschew all luxury because
among those who do not possess it there
are a few who might be saved from the
commission of crlmea If there wero no
luxur to tempt them? What an ab
surdity to so contend.

The tlmo Is long passed, if there ever
was a time, when the moderate drinker
or even the drunkard could be scared
from drinking by declaring to him the
HI conaegunnces of getting drunk. The
most besotted drunkard Is os well aware
of them aB the moat bigoted abstainer:
moreover, .the absurd exaggeration of
the teetotal fanatics brings discredit on
their cauae and makes people Indifferent
to their Intemperate outcries. When
the ordinary man is told by such pro
fessional prohibition lecturers as Mr.
Bryan that "alcohol Is a deadly poison
and that every drop he takes bring him
within measurable distance of his grave ;
and when he sees around him plenty of
healthy, hearty people who take their
pint of beer or their half pint of claret
every day at dinner and live to a good
old age that Is more genial, more
lovable eand more generally respected
than that of the fanatic abstainer who
denounces this wickedness, and when he
knows that for ages the people of Eng
land, France, Bolglum, Italy and Spain
have used liquor sometimes unsparingly,
he says "Bosh I" And well he may.

A world of total abstainers might be
a decorous world, a prim and proper
world, a world perhaps a little too con
nclous of Its own merits and too tolerant
of the prig, but there is no evidence
to make us believe that It would be an
uncontentlous and unprejudiced world
or a world from which Intemperance of
speech, Intoteranm of opinion or ab
surdity In reasoning would be banished
and there Is some evidence to make us
anxloua lest It should be a drab, Inar
tlstlc, undecorated, unjoyous world,
world without poetry, without music,
without painting, without romance: as
destitute of humor as of logic, taking
madly what pleasures it allowed Itself,
and rather priding Itself on Its Ind liter
once to tne enarma or wins, woman and
song. , Arthur P. Motsa.

Nkwark. N. J February I.

JsT. FICKS'S CLAIM FOR

These Facts Will Comet Aay Errors
Caused by Irfeomplete Reports.

To Editor or Tua Bun Sir: In
ths name of justice and truth, for which

believe your paper stands, I want to
ask you to correct ths false statements
and Impression mads in your report yes
terday of the decision of ths district
board In the matter of my appeal for
deferred classification on Industrial
grounds. While I feel sure that no harm
was intentionally meant, and although

hate to spoil your humorous story
about "Infant flivvers" and' "soft stats
for aviators," still you havo placed me

tn tho position of the proverbial frog
being stoned by the small boy for pleas
ure, and I hasten to inform you that tne
reasons for my appeal were far more
serious than your article probably unin
tentionally made It appear.

Briefly tho facts presented to the dis
trict board are as follows: My futher,
Louis P. Flcks, Sr.. Is stricken with a
fatal. Incurable malady. He was oper-

ated on, hla case declared hopeless, and
he Is unable to bear the responsibility
of his business. My brother, Louis P.
Flcks. Jr.. the only other male member
of our family of age, was dratted and
la now In the Government service. An
the result I am left.as the sole head of
my father's business, consisting of two
factories, one In Cincinnati and onenere
In New York. This business has been
established for over thirty years. We
give employment to over 160 persons at
good wages. ,

In addition to manufacturing reed
furniture and baby vehicles we are also
engaged in filling an order for balloon
baskets to be used In the Government
balloon school In Texas. We have alio
experimented upon and made up for the
Wright Company of Dayton. Ohio, aero-
plane seats, now In use at their avia-
tion field, and an order for a largo quan
tity of these seats Is pending our perfec-
tion of these samples. We also have
received Inquiries and blue prints from
several other concerns making 'balloons
for the Government. I have Just re
ceived from the War Department at
Washington a set of prints of the bas-

kets required In the manufacture of bal-

loons, and I Intended experimenting
upon and Improving this basket and sub-

mitting samples to various factories.
From the above brief Statement you

will see that your article Is hardly Just.
In claiming deferred classification am
not trying to shirk my duty aa a true
American citizen, but I do feel that
under the circumstances I can far bet
ter serve the national Interests by keep
ing these factories running, filling the
order wo now have for Government use.
and by carrying on these experiments
for the Interest of the Government,

The district board, however, has seen
fit to deny my appeal and I shall cheer
fully abide by ita decision.

Robert L. Picks.
Nsw York, February 9.

THE BURDEN OF A NAME.

Is Otto Scklatetpfealg' a Better Man
Whea Called Oscar Small?

To tub Editor or Tits Sun Sir: I
am an American citizen, born In this
city, where my parents were born be
fore me. I have a name so German
that it is a burden, and I read S. P.
Reason's letter In The Sun with more
than ordinary Interest because I hoped,
seeing the headline, to be able to find In
It a way to give it an "American
pronunciation."

I am sorry to say It can't be done. It
Is easy to eliminate the umlaut, aa your
correspondent suggests, but how could
that process wipe the German from
names like Ickelhelmer, Guggenheimer,
Frelllgrath, Krehblel, Sonnenscheln,
Llebllng, Sulzberger, Auerbach, Schloas-berge- r.

Damrosch, Gottgetreu. Spiegel-ber- g.

Stelnweg. Schmlttberger. Helden- -
helmer,' Pulitzer, Landsberg, Gltterman.
Lehman, Elsendrath, Sellgman, Ochs,
Kunzelman, Rothschild, Untermeyer.
Neuberger, Oppenhelm, Rlemenschnelder,
Gotthell, Heldelbach and hundreds of
equally unmistakably German names in
which the umlaut cuts no figure?

Many men fearing the "blight socially
and commercially" have changed their
names, doing violence to their feelings,
but do the people who looked upon their
good neighbor Otto Schlmefpfenlff with
scorn because of his name think better
of him because that name may have
been changed to Oscar Small? Would
Hermann Hlldesheimer. whose applica
tion for membership tn a social club was
turned down because of his name, be
accepted If he changed his name to
Horace Hyde?

Was the objection to the man or to the
name? If the man waa thought, for
good reason, to be unworthy of member-
ship, it was perfectly proper that he
should hnve been rejected, but If It wass
because of his name the act Imposed
upon htm a hardship which was unde
served, because the name Is as little his
fault aa the color of hla hair. No man
knows the weight of this hardship ex-
cept those'wrho have experienced It.

New York, February- - 9. R. C. D.

The War.aad Hnmor.
To ths EDUon or Tlir Sun Sir; One

of the effects of the war not the least
regrettable Is the decline of humor. I
doubt If since 1914 there has been a
humorous book published. It in true
we still find "Jokes" in the papers, but
they lack spontaneity as a rule, and In
many cases scent distinctly of the work
shop. This Is not to be wondered at
in view of the depressing Influence of
current events. War la Indeed fatal to
the humorous spirit, and, per contra, it
might be said that humor Is fatal to
the warlike spirit. Therefore let us
hope that when the present conflict is
over, there will be a big crop of new
humorists, and I really think there will,
If only In obedience to the law of roac
Mono, fluch a crop would be of vastly
more beneflt to mankind than any num
ber of high browed politicians phlloso
nhlztnar aravelv In' council chinksn
One Rabelais woula be worth a hun
dred Mlrabeaus . STrikus.

Nsw York, February 9.

A noag for Cold Mornings.

To ths Editor or Tirs Sun Sir: Nob
Ing in Ths Sun of February 3 the old
song "An Old Fat Ham," I was reminded
of another old song with which my
father used to regale, ue on cold morn
lngs:

Cold froity morn In"
Nigger feel good,

Axe on bis shoulder
Coin fru do mood.

, Piece o' cold Johpnycake,
Piece o' hog fat,

Marea grumble like do debll,
'Cauae ho est as much o' dat.

Tah, Tab, Tab!
The tune, with the explosive "yah,

Tah. Tah!" was the best. part of the
song. F, J. C. B,

Binohamton, February i.

A BRITISH ECONOMIC EXPERT ON THE
POSITION OF SILVER.

KentartcaMe Resatt af Lari Reatiiag's Mist lea to (he L'nltcd stairs
HeM te Be af the Nature ef s CMaertTephe.

. In September last certain emissaries
left thta country on some mysterious
errand connected with the India Of-

fice finance. The head of the mission
was Sir Rufus Isaacs,- - now known as
Lord Reading, who since his return
has been advanced to an earldom, the
only Hebrew to attain that dignity
hitherto excepting Benjamin Disraeli.
Exactly what was the nature of the
"deal" with the Government of' the
United States which at once paralysed
the silver market and Is rewarded
with an earldom t do not know, but
I would like to draw public attention
to the results. At the close of Septem-
ber the price of silver had reached
110 cents an ounce, and must. In view
of the 'Immense requirements of the
Government of India for the year at
hand, have gone much' higher. 'Such
a price ts in relation to gold as 17'. 4
Is to 1. To-da- y the price of silver
has fallen- - to 85 cents,' a ratio of
22 to 1. This vast catastrophe In the
exchanges with half the human race
earns an earldom. 1 now beg to put
on record the veritable renaissance
of Chinese finance last September be-

cause of the then rise In the price
of silver. ,

I hope that In the days to come
the united States may eatablish with
the Chinese Republic, for Its everlast-
ing benefit and the world's, the same
sort of political suzerainty that Great
Britain has established In the penin
sula of Hindustan. In a sense China
after the war can be a most valuable
economic complement to the United
States and one of her very great mar-
kets. The United States can do therein
generously and through an open door
what Germany had intended to ,do
vilely with terrorism, and with those
exclusive commercial methods tho
world Is now familiar with. Thus
China's financial recovery Is of infi-
nite importance to every port, not on
the American Pacific coast only, but
for your Atlantic ports too via
Panama. '

Now on the very day when silver
stood at 110 cents (September 26) the
special correspondent of the London
Times in Pekin posted a letter tn
I'ekln which can be read in the Times
of November 23 and which deserves re-
publication In every commerlcal news-
paper In America. It shows the mag-
nificent market for American goods
which the activities of Lord Reading
and hla mission, operating your silver
market, has once more closed to
American and British sellers. The
Times letter reads In part as follows:

The advance In the price of sliver and
tho consequent rlee in exchange have
revolutionised tho ananctal position of the
Government of China. The dollar y

Is practically worth double the average
value before tho war. Thue China In meet-
ing her heavy foreign obligations hae to
provide only half tho number of dollara
that were previously needed. ' Jfesnttme
tne eait revenue Is greater 'than it ha
ever been, while the maritime customs
revenue, In spite of the restriction upon
trade, maintains Itself In a manner that is
remarkable. The position is well Illus-
trated by the circumstance that whereas
the customs revenue used to bo Insufficient
by eomo 1,000,000 annually to meet the
Boxer Indemnity and other payments se
cured on It, It la now carrying all these
liabilities together with the whole of the
Intereat on the reorganisation loan of
tJS.OOO.ooo. and up to the end of July
there nns In addition a surplus of about
12,000, 000 available to the Government.
There l in fact every reasonable chance
that China during the next two years will
havo enough surplus funds to pay oft out-
standing debt, to redeem paper, and to
standardise her silver coinage without bor
rowing a penny from abroad. The
Chinese do not eeem quite to realise the
unique opportunity they now have (because
of such exchanges) of making a fresh
nnanclal start without contracting further
unproductive foreign loans.

Such was the position to which the
commerce of an allied nation of near
400,000,000 people had been suddenly
elevated because of that brilliant anil
entirely natural advance In her ex
changes with the gold standard na-
tions. The Shanghai merchant who
but a few months before had bought
gold exchange on New York with eight
taels waa about to buy it at the old
rate of three taels for five go'.d dollars
(or one sovereign). Under normal
conditions of supply and demand In
the world's silver market silver had
almost lighted itself, and the export
trades of the United States to Asia
had at last "corns by their own." At
this supreme moment enter Sir Rufus
Isaacs, and lo! the exchange market
with 800,000,000 Asiatics is again
handed over to a very few prodigiously
wealthy houses who are now once
again to manipulate a vast gamble In
puts and calls ' of silver.
I pointed out In a letter which you

THE STATE HEALTH LAW.

Flaws Fosnd In the Proposed Amend
ment to the Statute.

To thi Eorron or Tim Sun Sir: I

would like to direct attention to a bill
introduced Into the Senate and now be-

fore the Legislature of this State under
the title "An act to amend tho public
law In relation to reports of officials and
employees to the State Department of
Health."

The duties of the Commissioner of
Health are defined as follows In the law
to be amended :

Tho Commissioner of Health ahall take
cognisance of the Interests of tho health
and life of the people of the State and all
matters pertaining thereto.

The amendmont Introduced by Senator
Whitney, chairman of the Commission
on PuBHc Health, nt the request of the
Commissioner of Health, Is as follows:

The written reports of officials and em-

ployees of the State Department. of Health
on questions of fact under the public
health law, or under the ainltary code
or any local health regulation, shall bo
presumptive erldence of the facta ao

atated and shall be received as such In all
courts and places. The persons making
such reports shall be exempt from personal
liability for tha statements therein made
It they havo acted tn good faith.

The effect of such a law If enacted
would prevent a repetition of the ef-

fectual protest by representative bodies
slid their scientific experts In the mat-

ter of the contamination of the water
supply of this city from sewage from
public institutions like that of the

Institution, which was defeated
with great difficulty owing to its advo-
cacy by the State Commissioner of
Health. It would make his opinion on
a question like that of birth control, also
advocated by the State CommlMloncr of

published on November 17, and in
which I gave the figures from tl10
Government Mines Department nt
Ottawa, that In tho Cobalt Camp (On.
tario) at the price of silver last Sep.
tember 2,600 miners were producing
silver of a value of. over $10,000 per
miner each year, and I asked whether
.values In an Industry of such Impo-
rtance to a score of affiliated trade,
timber and chemicals, fluxes and ma-
chinery, railways and coal mines,
whether this was an Industry to make
onco more a football for gamblers, Iwtli
within nnd without our Legislatures.
The prompt answer to this question
was thi Reading mission to (he l'nllc
States.

I am constantly told thnt malfe.K.
hanco where tho cryptic qucntlon f

"exchange" comes In Is Inevitable lo.
cause the average man would much
rather be ruined than rtudy losa.
rithms. Let us then transfer the
"silver question" to quite another
plane and ask tho consideration of

the people, not to Its relevance m
the financial rejuvenation of a na-

tion (China) to which wc tire iilllej
In this war, but to Its infinite Im.
portance to tho allied nations which
have to buy copper, lend and zlnp for
war munitions munitions thn-- i,

which the strangle hold of our allM
navies makes it Impossible for thi
Hun to obtain.

The "deal" made by Lord Iteadin,'
may or may not purchase a few m'.i.
Hon ounces a month for the "Dl.tiv

act" now operated by tho (loven-men- t
of India, for 30 cents nn uumo

less than the natural market rate, imt
In doing so is he not starving the mw
ket for these war essentials nml obli-
ging us to pay far higher prices 11. ,m
We otherwise should for nil those Ki-- o

metals? I take for an illustr.ui"ii
the case of the big sulphide ."liter-lea- d

deposits at Droken I till, Au.tr;il..i.
The metallic content of the nc; la
Park City. Utah, and .a dozen nriM
American big "wet ore" ellver ramps
in Colorado, Montana and Idaho v.iil

all tell about the same talc ;is Hiom i
Hill.

The Broken Hill lode carries per ti
of crude ore some 13 ounces of sllvi r,
25 per cent, of lead nnd L'j per O'ty.
of sine. Tho total cost of ininlne -,

I learn from the Sulphide Curpnnttmn,
$6 a ton; of milling unil smeltint:, :..

So that with sliver at tlio airnso
price of tho last ton jears'ts.iy i')
cents) tho silver (!')
nearly pays the cost nf minim; ini'l
milling, but nt 120 cent there is :ri
added profit of $9 n treated ton, wln.'li
would enable tho lead nnd zinc to li
sold at much lower prices.

I pointed out also in my letter f.f
November 1" that the world is co-
nfronted with a most (lanBerous hhort-ag- e

of at least 200,000.000 oumx rf
silver a year; that unless this

is mode good and available af.iin-- t

the Indian specie drain by the ope-
ning of new, sliver mines we here It
London and New York equally lay

bare our gold reserves to a most pi

drain to Asia.
These conditions nro well known 'a

every student of exchange. Why,
then, has Lord Reading and his reci a:
mission clean undone us? In tiro it
Hritaln we hnve not the remote?! idea,

with what argument ho buttress ' ,s

attack on American silver-lea- d Imlu-tr- les

and why the great housv of

Samuel Montagu & Co. and the O

desire, if they do, tn i a
tho bullion price of silver tit a tiiti
when both higher exchange. with

Asia nnd a great addition tn the u.l
of sliver, lead, copper nnd zinc me f)
Important to our cfllclent conduct of

tho war.
I Hone that in the days nt hand

may elicit in I'urllament some rf
to these trade questions us to ellvi --.

On a satisfactory settlement of t m
"silver question," whlc1' '!

really the whole "gold question, t
depends whether after the war )

shall in this generation resumu ppf
payments or whether what now
mains of our gold reserves shall t

refuge in Asia iind await
within Asiatic hoarding pl.i

In the meantime, Just to sive
breathing space, we earnestly i

that Congress will find means
keep safely that large cold re" i
which the United States has accun
lated, because if any pottlon of it J

released with India's exchange as ' '

day not n sovereign can stop hen ;

It will all Just pour pell mcll in'J
British India.

Until tho world's production of
ver shall have at least doubled, c r

western gold reserves require of i ir

statesmen and financiers the '

closest watch and ward.
MOUETON FM:W t

Health as a "matter affecting th
terests of life nnd health of the p. m

of this State'' "under any local In '"'i
regulation," to bo "presumptive cvld ?

of the facts so stated," no matte- - w't
evidence, scientific or moral, mis " '
brought against It. On account of ' '
war less State legislation than uuil
Is being enacted. There Is also !

being given to these laws by
public. The amendment now before ' .e

Senate should not bo thus overlonke.'
John p. Damn, M t

Nrw York, February ?.

HIGH SCHOOL SESSIONS.

Early Rising Enforced on l'aplls l .r nl

Least One Institution.
To tub Editor or Tnr Wt - v I

wish to protest against the ptcm'-- ' '

tern of high school hessionH. n 1

am not well posted as to condl'lon.-- J

other high schools 1 do know ih-- "

the Huehnlck High School (amie
fclon) children are compelled to re) on .'t
8 o'clock. To tho children who are
pelled to ride In order tj set t

school this is, to say the least n '

chip. I happen to have two sisters n

go to the above school, nnd who l,r

obliged to get up before 6.30 cc'?
rrtornlng, and often leave without break-

fast. I am sure this Is tha cafe '
majority of tho young children who !'

tend this particular school.
It certainly Is unfair to ask - !'"'

to report at so early nn hour. It '1"")

easily be arranged to iau th
day begin half nn hour or nn limir '

and end a coirenpondlng period ''
This would give the !tiidciit n '' i

to get their full sleep. h.io the r ir- -

fast and enable them to do better ',
IMli. K I? "

Brooklyn, February .


